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President Tells How 
He-Changed Mind 
About Charges 

By JOHN HERBERS 

Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, April 30 — 
President Nixon insisted to- 
night that he did not know of 
the political espionage or its 
attempted cover-up last year in 
the Watergate case but that he 
accepted responsibility.- 

Appearing on nationwide 
radio and television, the Presi- 
dent said that he had delegated 
the running of his 1972 cam- 
paign for re-election to others 
in order to carry out his search 
for peace in Vietnam and other 
Presidential responsibilities. But 
he added: 

“In any organization, the 
man at the top must bear the 
responsibility. That responsibil- 
ity belongs here in this office 



and I accept it.” 

The President also said that 
he had given his new Attorney 
General, Elliot L. • Richardson, 
authority to hire an outside 
special prosecutor if he thought 
one was needed to find all the 
facts in the Watergate case. 
Having turned the case over to 
Mr. Richardson, he said, he 
will again pursue full-time 
The responsibilities of finding 
peace abroad and a better life 
for Americans. 

Speaks ‘From My Heart’ 

The President, saying that he 
wanted to address the nation 
“from my heart,” described the 
charges against his close per- 
sonal and politicai friends. He 
| said that “the inevitable result” 
had been to raise serious ques- 
tions about the White House 
itself. 

He said he had been “ap- 
palled at this senseless,' illegal 
action” when 'he first learned 
last summer about the break-in 
at Democratic headquarters in 
the Watergate complex. 

Throughout last year, the 
President said, he received 
“continuous reassurances” that 
none of his key aides fiad been 
involved and thus he “dis- 
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counted” news accounts casting 
doubt on the White House 
denials. Until last month, he 
said, he was confident that the < 
charges were unfounded, 

“However, new information 
then came to me which per- 
suaded me there was a real pos- 
sibility that some of these 
charges were true,” Mr. Nixon 
said, and that there had been 
an effort to hide the involve- 



ment. He said he had then 
ordered a new investigation, 
with the reports it produced to 
be filed "directly to me, right 
here in the White House.” 

The President, having accept- 
ed the resignation of his. two 
top assistants, thus became 
faced with having to reshape 
the White House staff and find 

Continued on Page 31, Column 1 1 




Continued From Page 1, Col. 7 

a way for the Administration 
to maintain its credibility. 

The President was urged by 
Republican leaders around the 
country to name a chief of staff 
who has been in no way impli- 
cated in the allegations of 
political sabotage and who has 
an impeccable record for public 
service. 

Mr. Nixon’s decision to ac- 
cept the resignations of his two 
aides was made over the week- 
end in the isolation of his 
mountaintop retreat at Camp 
David, Md., as both his friends 
and foes waited and wondered 
what he would do. 

It was a characteristic per- 
formance for the 60-year-old 
President, who has prided him- 
self on his handling of many 
crisis in his long political ca- 
reer. There was evidence that 
this one was filled with as much 
personal trauma as any in the 
past. : 

Mr. Nixon began his retreat 
Friday evening after the Wa- 
tergate disclosures rocked the 
White House all week, culmi- 
nating in the resignation of L. 
Patrick Gray 3d as acting di- 
rector of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the President’s 
hurried appointment of William 
D. Ruckleshaus as a temporary 
replacement. • \ 

Key Aides Left Behind 

The. President went by heli- 
copter with his ..usual security 
force and his Irish setter, King 
Timahoe. Among those left be- 
hind were his close confidants 
of his four and a half years in 
the Presidency— -H. R. Halde- 
man, the White House chief of 
staff, and John D. Ehrlichman, 
his chief domestic adviser, men 
.fes characterized today as “two 

my closest friends and most 
trusted assistants.” 

.All week there had been indi- 



cations that Mr. Nixon hoped 
to ride out the scandals of 
political espionage with . Mr. 
Haldeman and Mr. Ehrlichman 
in place. : They accompanied 
him on a trip to Mississippi on 
Friday, and several . White 
House sources said that the 
two men had been attempting 
to hold their jobs. 

But the pressures from Re- 
publican leaders around the 
country for dismissal of. ail 
major officials . who had been 
mentioned in the Watergate, 
case or were . responsible for 
White House involvement, had 
become great.. ... 

For. much of the ..weekend, 
the President was reported to 
be in seclusion at .the wooded 
retreat in the Catocin Moun- 
tains, 70 miles from the White 
House, with only King Timahoe 
for company. 

Then, on Saturday evening, 
things began to happen. The 
President called for his personal 
secretary. Rose Mary Woods, 
an indication that he might be 
preparing a statement in the 
Watergate case. 

Yesterday, the helicopter traf- 
fic was heavy between the 
White House and Camp David. 
First, .. Mr. Haldeman and . Mr. 
Ehrlichman flew up and con- 
ferred with the President. So 
did Richard G. Klemdienst, the 
Attorney General, who had, not 
been implicated in the scandals 
but : who had personal and pro- 
fessional' relations with some 
who were,- Elliot L. Richardson, 
the Secretary of Defense, was 
called off a Washington tennis 
court and whisked to the moun- 
taintop. 

Morning Announcement 

Then this morning, shortly 
before noon, Ronald, L, Ziegler, 
the White House press secre- 
tary, appearing harried and 
shaken, announced that the 
President had accepted - the 
resignations of Mr. Haldeman, 



Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Kleindienst 
and . John W.. Dean 3d, the 
White House counsel; that he 
had appointed Mr. Richardson 
as Attorney ’General; and that 
the President was going on 
radio and television to discuss 
the matter. . . 

The White House left the im- 
pression. that, while Mr. Dean 
had been . dismissed, outright, 
Mr: Haldeman and Mr, Ehrlich- 
man. 'had agreed in their meet- 
ing with the President to resign 
with Mr. Nixon’s good wishes. 
It was understood, however, 
that' Mr. 'Ehrlichman was more 
agreeable, to leaving than was. 
Mr, Haldeman, the man who 
had directed the White House 
staff with stern efficiency and 
had wielded more influence 
there, than any other aide. 

Agents Are Cautioned 

White " House sources said 
later that,/ although the deci- 
sion had been extremely pain- 
ful to the President, he had had 
little choice in agreeing to the 
dismissals. His aides’ ' prestige 
had -been so damaged that the 
work of the White House staff 
had; been seriously impaired. 

One sign of this came from 
the Secret Service, whose 
agents -guard teh President. A 
few days ago, agents said to- 
day, the word spread from su- 
periors that they were to stay 
aloof from, .all White House 
staff members and avoid the 
friendly social discourse that 
marked their relations' in the 
past. > • 

- .‘Creativity’ in Crises 

According to students of 
Richard. Nixon, his handling of 
this crisis , followed the pattern 
that he described in his book, 
“Six Crises,” published in 
1962 . and that was observed 
by others in his years in the 
Presidency — first his. decision 
to take on the crisis, thr.;i a 
period of isolation in which he 



makes up his mind an braces 
for the combat ahead, then 
the offensive to win over pub- 
lic opinion. 

“Meeting crises . involves 
creativity,” Mr. Nixon wrote in 
the introduction of his book. 
“It engages all a man’s talents. 
A man who has never lost him- 
self in a cause bigger than him- 
self has missed one of life’s 
miountaintop experiences. Only 
in losing himself does he find 
himself. Only - then does he 
discover all the latent, strengths 
he never knew he had and 
which would otherwise have 
remained dormant.” 

James David Barber, chair- 
man of the department of po- 
litical science at Duke Univer- 
sity, said in 1 a controversial 
book published last year, “The 
Presidential Character”: - 

“When there is [a situation] 
which he [Mr. Nixon] perceives 
as making him seriously vulner- 
able to public exposure of per- 
sonal inadequacy, he is likely 
to move into his crisis pattern. 
The threat of this situation is 
multiplied when it is combined 
with a serious - risk of losing 
power. These themes are linked 
because he believes his power 
to be dependent upon his public 
reputation as , an able, reliable 
and righteous person.” 




